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Comrades, 

 As we are heading into fall (sure doesnôt feel like it) we are gearing 

up for a lot of fall activity. 

 Our Fall Conference for the State VFW is coming up in Willmar on 

the 25
th
 through the 27

th
 of September.  I will  let you know more about 

this in the next newsletter. 

 Our Membership Dinner is on October 10 starting with an open bar 

at 5:00 p.m.  Dinner is free to members of the Post and Auxiliaries that 

have paid their dues.  For those who have not paid their dues, this 

would be a good time to renew your membership and get a free dinner 

to go along with it.  Guests of members will only have to pay $5.00 for 

dinner.  I could write pages on how important membership is, but then 

it would be like preaching to the choir.  I would rather have each of you 

turn into recruiters and talk to your friends who are not members but 

may be eligible to join the VFW or Auxiliaries on what the VFW offers 

and how important it is to be a member.  If you have questions about 

membership eligibility or any other questions just send me an e-mail at eddieschmeda@msn.com 

or leave a message at the Post and someone will get back to you ASAP. 

 Speaking of the Membership dinner, I received mail from one of our Ladies Auxiliary 

members wanting to know why we scheduled our membership dinner the same day as the 

Fridley American Legion and also that our Post and the Legion donôt seem to get along with 

each other.  Well, Iôll try to answer her questions to the best of my ability.  First of all, on having 

the membership dinner the same day as the Legion.  Our Post (and I assume the Legion)  

schedules the Membership Dinners a good year to a year and a half in advance.  We try to get a 

date that does not conflict with other things that are happening in our organizations, such as State 

and District meetings, also the availability of the hall (some weddings and other events are 

scheduled a good year to two years in advance) and other miscellaneous activities that may 

impact the date.  Also, these dates are usually set during one of our Post or Auxiliary meetings.  

Many of our VFW members are also members of the Legion.  If they know of conflicts I hope 

they would bring them up to the membership so we could also take this into account.  Now for 

the second point of not getting along with the Legion.   

 I was never aware there were problems between our Post and the Legion.  We meet the 

Legion officers each year when setting up our Memorial Day Program and we also meet with 

them and other organizations during our Anoka county Veterans Council Meetings.  Nothing that 

I know of has been brought up about us having differences.  Anyway, I hope I have answered the 
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concern that was brought up by our Ladies Auxiliary member and also the other members that 

signed the letter. 

 I also got another letter in the mail from another Post member who was wondering why we 

allow smoking outside of our building.  Well, this is a touchy situation.  I can tell you that we 

have been working on plans to modify the back of the building in order to have a designated 

smoking area which, hopefully, will not interfere with non-smokers.  We are in the planning 

stages of this and hope to have something implemented within the next two to three months.  As 

we formulate the plans on this I will let you know more.  The reason it may take this long is we 

are also looking at modifying the back entrance of the building which needs quite a bit of 

maintenance because of rotting and mildew on our overhang over the entrance.  We have had 

ongoing discussions with the City to make sure whatever we do is within Code and, as I said 

before, accommodates non-smokers as well as smokers. 

 I also received an e-mail from Jerry Netland co-chairman of our 50
th
 Anniversary event for 

the Post.  This is what he sent: 

 Attention: To all Present and Past Post Commanders and Auxiliary Presidents 

 Just a reminder for our meeting on October 17 at noon in the Rogne Room to discuss 

further plans for our 50th Anniversary Party in September of 2010.  If anyone has any 

pictures or papers of any kind dating back to the 60ôs I would appreciate it if you could bring 

them to the meeting so I can make copies of them.  Also, drink prices during the 60ôs.  Thank 

you and see you at the meeting. 

Jerry Netland and Stan Kowalski 

Co-Chairmen 50th Anniversary Planning Committee 

 

 I also received an e-mail from Dave McGinty (see below) who is trying to get a replica of the 

Vietnam traveling wall to spend a weekend next year in Fridley.  I have sent some e-mails and 

talked to him over the phone stating that our Post and Auxiliary would be more than happy to get 

involved with this project.  This is just getting organized but if anyone would like to get involved 

with this, let me know.  For those of you who have computers, sign on to the website below.  

There is quite a bit of background information, etc. concerning this worthwhile event. 

Ed,  

 After speaking with the City of Fridley earlier this week, we discussed some places where it 

could be placed which included Mississippi River Front Park, Medtronic Campus(off 694), and 

Cummins parking lot.  Cummins will be willing to co-sponsor the event with a donation of 

around $2,000.  Other sponsors could be (not limited to) the American Legion, Harley Davidson, 

Medtronic, Historical Society, Casinos, and the VFW.  We are looking to help with the event next 

summer...date is undecided.   

 Please take a look at the attached document. This document outlines a sample schedule, roles 

of the planning committee, and the cost.  I would be willing to take the Volunteer Coordinator 

Role, I have a similar role at Cummins.  Please let me know what you think.  I would be happy to 

come meet with you sometime next week and show the informative DVD that I have.  Have a 

great weekend.  

 The website is www.avtt.org.   

David McGinty 

Six Sigma Black Belt 

Cummins Power Generation 

 Well, before the editor goes nuts, Iôm going to cut this off.  Iôll be devoting most of next 
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WELCOME NEW  
POST MEMBERS 

 

Krystal Behr 

Garrett Borntrager 

Paul Driscoll 
 

monthôs newsletter to the Green Bay Packers.  (Only kidding!) 

 

Ed Schmeda 

Post Commander 

 

At the Post Meeting 4DOSDLADQ bfttqqq 
Tim Arnold  won the $20 attendance drawing and donated it back to the Post.  Thanks Tim!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Steak Fry 
Saturday, October 3 

 
Beef Sandwiches 

Saturday, October 10 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Pork Tenderloin Sandwiches 

Saturday, October 24 
11:30 p.m. ς 7:00 p.m. 

 
Chicken and Ribs 

Dinner 
Every Friday evening 

 
 

  



 
 



Fridley VFW #363 
Post, Ladiesõ Auxiliary & 

 Menõs Auxiliary 
 

Annual Membership Dinner 

Saturday 

 October 10, 2009 
Social Hour 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

 

All members are invited to attend.  If your dues have not been paid for 2010, you can pay them at the door. 

Guests of members - $5.00 

 

 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

Family Picnic  
 

 August 30
th
, what a beautiful day!  Members and friends had a fun time with games and 

prizes and plenty to eat.  Thanks to everyone who brought hot dishes, etc. and for all who helped 

out during the picnic.  Thanks to Jerry Netland for cooking the brats and hot dogs, Bob Hanson, 

Menôs Auxiliary Junior Vice, for cooking and taking care of the food and all his help.  Cheryl 

Latimer, Ladies Auxiliary Junior Vice, did a lot in organizing the picnic, from games to prizes to 

running all the events.   

 I would also like to thank Pam Westegard for helping out where ever needed, Yvonne Sandin 

for helping out in running the games.  One more thank you, and thatôs to the Junior Unit for 

taking care of reading books to the kids during story telling time. 

 What a great picnic! 

 

Chuck Snyder 

Junior Vice Commander 

 

FRIDLEY VFW #363 

Budget and Finance 

September 2009 

LAWFUL PURPOSE 

 
Anoka Parade $50.00 
Bus for VA Hospital visit 320.00 

Windjammer Band (Dance for Persons 
With Disabilities) 300.00 
Junior Girls Unit (shirts) 150.00 
Fridley High School Key Club 200.00 



 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING CLASSES 
 

 Four hour refresher Defensive Driving Classes will be held on the following dates: 

October 20, 2009 March 22, 2010 

November 24, 2009 April 25, 2010 

January 7, 2010 May 25, 2010 

February 16, 2010  

 There will be one beginning eight hour class on January 26 and January 28.  The class will 

consist of four hours each evening. 

 All classes will be in the VFW hall from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  The cost is $14.00 per 

participant.  You may register at the pull-tab booth.  

 

Lee Switzer 

Instructor 

PRESIDENT 

 

Ladies, 

 Another month is gone, and a new one is starting. 

 October is going to be a busy month.  October 3 is the District meeting 

in Forest Lake.  October 10 is the Membership Dinner.  October 17 is a 

joint meeting with the Past Commanders and Presidents at noon to 

discuss ideas for the 50
th
 Anniversary of the Post.  And last, but not 

least, on October 29 there will be a dance for Persons with Disabilities. 

 Starting September 29, Doris and her committee will be taking 

orders for wreaths, etc. and that will continue through October with 

delivery the week before Thanksgiving. This is an Auxiliary fund raiser, 

so please come out and support your Auxiliary. 

 November 14 is the Salad Luncheon and Style show with the 

proceeds going to Cancer Aid and Research. 

 Those of you that have not yet paid your dues, please do so soon.  

Let's make Karen's task an easy one.  Your 2010 paid dues card is also 

the ticket for the Membership dinner.  You can also pay your dues at the 

door. 

 At this time, I would also like to thank Doris and Marilyn for all their hard work on the 

Poppy displays.   

 

Sharon Schmeda 

Auxiliary President 

 

 

 



WELCOME NEW  

AUXILIARY MEMBER 

 

Gloria Ahlstrand 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

 

Ladies Auxiliary Members, 

 Thank you to everyone who has paid their annual dues so far.  For those of you who have 

not, you still have a couple of months to get them in.  Your active membership expires as of 

December 31, 2009, so send your check for $18.00 to our Treasurer, Mary Bjorgan, as soon as 

possible.  If you usually pay the dues of someone (daughter, granddaughter, sister, etc.), 

please check with Mary to see if those dues have been paid.  If not, please let her know that you 

will pay them. 

 Also, anyone who has been diagnosed with cancer, please contact me, Mary Bjorgan or 

Sharon Schmeda.  We will send you a cancer grant application.  It is a very easy form and you 

will receive a nice monetary gift from our National Organization.  It helps to pay for medical 

expenses, prescriptions, special needs or just something to make you smile during tough times. 

 Remember that we will be having our annual Cancer Aid & Research Luncheon on 

November 14.  We hope to see you there. 

 Thanks, and have a great October! 

 

Karen Jones 

Membership & Cancer Chairman 

 
 
At the Auxiliary Meeting September 15... 
Marjorie Murphy  won the $10 attendance drawing.  Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

 

Blood Drive  

 

Thursday, October 8  

1:30 p.m. ɀ 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

 



GOLDEN LIVING LYNWOOD 

 

 In August we had 22 residents playing bingo.  After bingo we served root beer floats.  They 

love this treat! 

 Thank you volunteers: 

Myrtle Strom Arlene Mortenson 

Emily Hebzynski Jewell Larson 

Gen Weinstock Marion Michalik 

Ann Bangen Olga Krochalk 

Ann Iskierka  

 Our next bingo afternoon is on Wednesday, October 14 at 2:00 p.m.  

 Happy Halloween! 
  

Colleen Solyntjes 

Chairman  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Style Show and Salad Luncheon  
for Cancer Aid and Research 

 
Saturday 

November 14, 2009 

 
Fashions by Josephineõs Apparel 
Clothing by Dunner and Koret 

Sizes 2 Petite to XXX 
 

19 racks of clothing, purses, jewelry 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tickets available now 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 

HAMBURGER NITES  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

October 6 - 20 ï 27 
6:00 p.m. - ? 

 

Proceeds from Octob er 

Hamburger Nites  
will be donated to  

Veteransô Projects  
 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 



 

Pancake Breakfast  

Sunday, October 25 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 

$5.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


